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One hundred years ago
The Ritzville Times
October 7, 1909

The man with the paint brush applied a new 
coat to the steeple and flag pole on H.E. Gritman’s 
block this week.

Zenith chapter No. 55 Order of the Eastern Star 
will meet Friday evening in Gilson hall. This is the 
first meeting after the summer holidays.

The sidewalk work is nearing completion, and 
by the middle of next week the contractors hope to 
have everything done.

RALSTON – The postoffice has been removed 
from the Chambers building into the front part of 
the Ralston Drug Co.’s store.

WASHTUCNA – G. W. Bassett has sold his 
hardware business to his son, L. I. Bassett, and J. 
A. McKissick.

W. A. Gildersleve has a force of men at work 
digging holes for the posts for the electric light 
system.

Seventy-five years ago
Ritzville Journal-Times

Oct. 11, 1934
While the temperature has reached as high as 

87 for October in past years, it remained for 1934 
to break the maximum record since the local bu-
reau was established years ago. On Wednesday the 
mercury touched 93, with a minimum of 51. 

Oscar Keehner, Otto Lund, Donald Herring 
and Edward Heinemann left Thursday evening for 
Portland to exhibit their pens of hogs at the Pacific 
International Livestock exposition.

LIND – Lew Kirby, owner of what is known 
as the Henry Van Marter building, has remodeled 
the corner storeroom and has put in a supply of 
groceries, thus giving Lind four grocery stores.

Robert Danekas of the sophomore class was 
elected yell duke at a special meeting of the student 
council held October 4. He won the position by 
defeating Arlene Duncan.

Fifty years ago
The Ritzville Journal Times

Oct. 8, 1959
John Schlomer, Benge, who was selected in 

June as Adams county “Cattleman of the Year,” has 
been announced as a candidate for state cattleman 
of the year in a district of eight counties.

Big Bend Electric cooperative received a 
$1,225,000 loan last week from the Rural Electri-
fication administration, Washington, D.C., to bring 
additional power to Adams county.

Carl T. Spliid, who was manager of the Ritzville 
branch of the Old National bank for nine years, has 
been appointed assistant vice president of ONB.

The Ritzvile Lions club, in cooperation with 
the city and county, completed resurfacing Ritzville 
memorial cemetery roads this week.

Twenty-five years ago
Ritzville Adams County Journal

Oct. 11, 1984
A new Adams County Wheat Queen will be 

selected on Saturday, Oct. 27, during a banquet at 
the American Legion Hall in Ritzville with can-
didates for the 1984 title being Sandy Crouse of 
Washtucna, Susan Buch of Ritzville and Pamela 
Speas of Connell.

Adams County CowBelles officers for the year 
were elected with Toni Benzel chosen as president; 
Leota Greenwalt, vice president; Dorothy Schlomer, 
secretary; Diane Eastman, treasurer; Chris Cline-
smith, historian and Irene Rosenoff, reporter.

Tim Johnstone has joined the Ritzville Veteri-
nary Clinic as a full-time vet living in Ritzville, after 
practicing three years at the Moses Lake Veterinary 
Clinic.

The bright lights of the Beasley Performing 
Arts Coliseum at Washington State University will 
be shining on Junior Misses Dawn Watson of Lind 
and Dawn Hardt of Ritzville when they hit the 
stage next week as contestants in the 27th annual 
Washington State Junior Miss Program.

REMEMBERING FROM THE FILES

1984 Ritzville Journal 
photo

OVER THE TOP 
spike from Lind’s 
Wendy Johnson (7) 
was nearly rejected 
by the opponents, 
but the Bulldogs 
have scored on 
enough offensive 
plays to give them a 
5-1 record heading 
into this weekend 
against a competitive 
Wilbur team.


